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	ON-CAMPUS SUPPORT
	This year, ECE partnered with Lipscomb University to pilot an On-Campus Support Initiative designed to help scholars successfully transition to college, persist through challenges, and graduate within 4 years of enrollment.
	Through their On-Campus Coordinator, scholars build community while learning how to navigate and take full advantage of campus resources, helping them stay organized, connected, and supported throughout the semester.

	Overview
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	730
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	Degree Areas, Scholars Enrolled Spring 2026



	COHORT
	New Scholarships Awarded
	Partner Universities
	Average High School GPA
	3.705
	Home Countries represented
	Average age of  arrival to US

	9.92

	Making the
	Grades
	3.54 GPA
	3.53 GPA
	3.43 GPA
	Fall 2025
	Cohort 2025

	Spring  2026
	Cohort 2025

	Spring 2026
	All Scholars
	ECE scholars must maintain a minimum 3.0 Grade Point Average.
	For context, the average undergraduate GPA in the United States is approximately 3.15,* highlighting the strong academic performance of ECE scholars despite unique barriers.



	Outcomes
	SCHOLAR
	1st Year Persistence
	School Year 2025-2026


	Outcomes
	SCHOLAR

	GROUP MENTORSHIP
	1-ON-1 MENTORSHIP
	254+

	233
	SUMMER MENTORSHIP
	SUMMER MENTORSHIP

	64+
	OUR ALUMNI REFLECT
	“My dream of becoming an architect at a university that offers a rigorous five-year program began to feel real rather than distant. The support I received at such a critical moment changed the trajectory of my life. Every step toward achieving this goal felt surreal, and I remain deeply grateful. I carry that gratitude with me, and I look forward to one day giving back in the same way I was helped."
	- Graduate of UT Knoxville
	"ECE has been that bridge of hope in my life to provide me with an opportunity to work on my dream to one day owning my own business. My college degree has provided me with the right tools to prepare myself and open new doors that will help me grow as a future business owner."
	- Graduate of Lipscomb
	"This is a very special group of young people. They don't have a government for support. They don't even have in-state tuition.  What they have is you."
	Don Graham, former publisher of the Washington Post and co-founder of the scholarship fund TheDream.US.
	LEARN MORE ABOUT  OUR WORK AND  PLAN YOUR GIVING!
	Raquel Oluyemo Executive Director Raquel@ecetn.org (615) 636-5781
	or visit

	BECOME A MENTOR OR STRATEGIC PARTNER!
	Betsy Martinez Sr. Director of Operations Betsy@ecetn.org (615) 981-4683


